Why we need a traffic calming plan:

In 2009, Lafayette Village Drive was the scene of at least three dangerous traffic incidents.  One occurred when a southbound speeding car barely avoided a collision with another car, jumped the sidewalk and skidded onto the basketball court, all this happening just minutes before a school bus dropped off its passengers of elementary children.  (See photo below.)  Another incident involved a parked car being rear end on Lafayette Village Drive. And a third accident was reported in the December/January Newsletter.  

In light of these and other incidents the Board sent a letter to Supervisor Penny Gross last year to request that the Fairfax County Department of Transportation assess Lafayette Village Drive for a traffic calming program.  A traffic engineering review was done on May 13, 2009. The results of the review are below:

	NORTH BOUND VOLUME
	564

	SOUTH BOUND VOLUME
	442

	NORTH BOUND AVERAGE SPEED
	28 MPH

	SOUTH BOUND AVERAGE SPEED
	31 MPH

	NORTH BOUND 85TH PERCENTILE SPEED
	36 MPH

	SOUTH BOUND 85TH PERCENTILE SPEED
	45 MPH


Lafayette Village Drive, where the posted speed limit is 25 MPH, met the qualifications for acceptance into the traffic calming program:

· Average speed of 30 mph OR 85th percentile speed of 35 mph   (LVD’s was 45 MPH south bound!)

· Volume between 600 and 4,000 vehicles per day  (Total for LVD was almost 1100 vehicles per day.)

(Note: “85th percentile speed” means that 85% of the vehicles were travelling at or below the measured speed.   For southbound Lafayette Village Drive, this means that 66 vehicles were traveling faster than 45 mph down our main neighborhood street, where the posted speed limit is 25 mph.)
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Speeding and wet pavement were factors contributing to this accident on Lafayette Village Drive.





A speeding car ended up behind the basketball court after jumping the curb and crashing into and destroying three trees.











